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Pixelversity 2012

PIXELVERSITY is the outreach & education programme of Pixelache Helsinki scene around the year. Pixelversity 
aims to be a ‘learning bridge’ between practitioners, cultural and non-proit organisations, interested individu-
als and larger institutions, and an outreach programme extending beyond Helsinki. Pixelversity is a series of 
educational events, focusing on practical workshops as well as presentations by foreign curators and other 
media art professionals. Consideration is given to the relationships between the different activities, and how 
they may build up accumulative knowledge and skills towards future Pixelache Helsinki events.

Pixelversity 2012 programme was composed of proposals from artists, makers, organisers and researchers who 
are Pixelache association members, and invited guest contributors. The events also offered a meeting point 
for the local Pixelache scene outside the festival period, and an opportunity to check out partner activity for 
example in Tampere and Tallinn.

In 2012 the main themes were Renewable Festivals, Creative Neighborhood Skills, Virtuality & Social identity, 
Ecosystem and Environmental Monitoring, as well as Open Design, Crafts & Manufacturing. In 2012 special em-
phasis was also put on the cooperation in the Gulf of Finland region (Finland, NW Russia & Estonia).
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Trashlab programme of events in 2012

Pixelversity: Trashlab / Renewable festivals

This cluster of learning opportunities relates 
to sustainable, low-carbon, renewable use 
and decentralised production of do-it-our-
selves energy. Included for exploration were 
waste materials, biomass, kinetic-mechanic, 
solar & wind sources for electricity, as well 
as alternative human sustenance in our cul-
tural production models, considering change 
holistically. This theme was proposed by 
Antti Ahonen (Pixelache member & Koelse).

Trashlab monthly events explored ex-
perimental art-design-technology practice 
between hacker and maker cultures, in the 
context of re/up-cycling and the increased 
availability of new fabrication tools. Trash-
lab’s objective was to build up a community 
of people (artists, designers, hackers, re/up-
cyclers, activists) who are concerned with 
material and electronic waste in contem-
porary society, and tackle this problem with 
creative and tangential approaches.

14.01. Tietotalkoot
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

17.02. Lecture by Antti Ahonen (Koelse, FI)
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

18.02. Tietotalkoot
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

13.-22.03.: Trashlab Tallinn Workshop “Down 
and Dirty in Polymer”
Culture Factory Polymer, Tallinn.

15.03. Lecture by Harmen Sijp & Diana Wild-
schuft (de Spullenmannen, NL)
Von Krahl Theatre, Tallinn.

16.03. Lecture by Harmen Sijp & Diana Wild-
schuft (de Spullenmannen, NL)
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

19.3. Fake It Til You Make It workshop by 
Justin Tyler (Polymer, EE)
Ptarmigan, Tallinn.

22.3. REUSE Exhibition opening & Global 
Container event
Culture Factory Polymer, Tallinn

13.04. Lecture by Ernest Truely (Polymer / 
Baltic Film & Media School, EE)
Aalto Media FactoryHelsinki.

14.04. Trashlab/Fablab Workshop
Fab Lab, Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

05.05. Trashlab/Fablab Workshop
Fab Lab, Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

10.05. Lecture by Jennifer Gabrys (Gold-
smiths University, UK)
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

12.05. Demo-stall by Kulturlabor Triar & Er-
ror (DE), Arbis Education Centre, Helsinki.

07.06. Lecture by Peter Kuria Githinji (SHALIN 
Helsinki ry, FI)
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

20-22.7. Renewable Festival’s gathering
Wasteland Festival, Kouvola 

30.08. Lecture by James Wallbank (Access 
Space, UK) 
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

31.08. Trashlab expedition to electric and 
electronic waste sorting station
Sortti Station, Betonintie 3, Konala, Helsinki

04.10. Lecture by Maria Törn (Aalto Lahti 
Centre)
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

18.10. Lecture by Reet Aus (EE)
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki. 

20-21.10. Trashlab contribution to Wärkfest
Kaapelitehdas, Helsinki

15.11. Lecture by Cindy Kohtala (CS/Aalto 
Design)
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

13.12. Lecture by Karthikeya Acharya & Samir 
Bhowmik (Aalto Design/Media, FI)
Aalto Media Factory, Helsinki.

15.12. from 18.00-20.00: Repair Cafe, led by 
Justin Tyler Tate 
Pixelache ofice, Helsinki.

On a monthly basis a multifaceted set of 
groups (Koelse, Kokomys, local Helsinki 
makers initiating the process) brought their 
practice to Aalto Media Factory, and other 
locations, including Polymer Cultural Factory 
(Tallinn), Wasteland Festival (Kouvola) over 
the year. They (and Pixelversity) aimed to en-
courage a peer-based learning environment 
related to hacking electronics, appropriate 
technology for renewable energy production/
usage, digital fabrication and re/up-cycling 
materials.  Trashlab was also one of Pix-
elache Helsinki’s contributions to Alternative 
Design Capital 2012.

A lecture series called ‘Talking Trash(lab) 
was organised to complement, which invited 
local, regional and European guests to speak 
on related topics, as a presentation before 
each Trashlab workshop. Each lecture was 
documented as a video stream live, and 
available for future viewing.
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Pixelversity: Virtuality, Social identity & Augmented Reality

Virtuality, social identity & augmented 
reality programme of events in 2012

26.01. 1st stop on Virtuality Grand Tour (VGT): 
Introduction- Twitvisio+Doodle+Etherpad, 
hosted by Andrew Paterson 

15.02. 2nd stop on VGT: OpenSim+Jokaydia 
GRID, hosted by Owen Kelly

22.02. 3rd stop on VGT: Rethinking a City- 
platform: Skype, hosted by Darko Aleksovski’

13.03. 4th stop on VGT: Google Maps etc, 
hosted by Sari TMK

20.03. 5th stop on VGT: Google Spreadsheets 
as open game world, hosted by Jon Paludan

17.04. 6th stop on VGT: Dérivée Virtual Rosen-
gård- platform: Google Maps etc, hosted by 
Mikko Lipiäinen

02.05. 7th stop on VGT: G+ Hangout, hosted 
by Owen Kelly

12.05. Camp Pixelache sub-theme: Virtuality/
Social Identity, Arbis adult-education centre, 
Helsinki.

understanding of the theoretical underpin-
nings and practical possibilities. This theme 
was proposed by Owen Kelly (Arcada Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences, Aalto University 
Art Education). Each stop on the Virtuality 
Grand Tour (VGT) explored different online 
platform(s) and tools. around cultural land-
marks. In this theme the practice with differ-
ent stops on an online ‘tour’ were revived.

This online study group related to practices, 
projects and communities engaged with the 
creation of digital tools and protocols that 
facilitate autonomous user control over the 
data that constitutes digital identity and 
digital behaviour, and the exploration of the 
interfaces between public / private, personal 
/ social and real / virtual. 
Participants looked at a range of existing and 
planned projects, and came to an 

A ‘grand tour’ worked in the tradition of 
classical learning travels in the tradition of 
classical learning travels around cultural 
landmarks. In this theme the practice with 
different stops on an online ‘tour’ were 
revived.
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01.01.-30.12. Reporting on open design and 
data activities in the region

14.2. Open Map Workshop as contribution to 
Invisible City WDC2012,
 Korjaamo, Helsinki.

17-18.03. E-embroidery Workshop by Ra-
myah Gowrishankar & Kati Hyyppä, 
Pixelache ofice, Kaapelitehdas, Helsinki

12.05. Camp Pixelache sub-theme: Open 
Design, Crafts & Manufacturing, 
Arbis adult-education centre, Helsinki

25-28.05. ‘M4m’ Seminar & Workshops in 
collaboration with SERDE, Aizpute, Latvia

13-14.10: Open Workshop
Pixelache ofice/Made in Kallio, Helsinki.

Open design, craft & manufacturing 
programme of events in 2012

Pixelversity: Open design, Craft & Manufacturing

This study group/cluster of learning opportuni-

ties related to emerging practices & communi-

ties mobilising around ‘open design’, crafts, and 

computer-aided manufacturing or electronics. It 

also took a look at how connections can be made 

between diferent skills, ways of doing, and tradi-

tions in the eastern Baltic Sea Region.

E-EMBROIDERY WORKSHOP: This 2-day workshop 

explored the marriage of traditional embroidery 

and electronics in an e-textile workshop, on 

7.-18.3.2012. Embracing crafting traditions and 

open design, the workshop took place in Helsinki, 

and was organised by Ramyah Gowrishankar  

(New Media Designer) and Kati Hyyppä  (Re-

searcher, Interaction Designer).  Participants dived 

hands-on in stitching yarns and LEDs into fasci-

nating patterns with a helping hand from tutors. 

The results of the workshop were later exhibited 

at Camp Pixelache demo exhibition in May.

PIXELACHE FESTIVAL OPEN MAP PROJECT: During 

WDC2012 Open Weekend and Invisible City event 

at Korjaamo on 4.2.2012, Pixelache contributed a 

workshop proposal towards open data, transpar-

ency and info-visualisation. We turned the scope 

onto our own hidden and semi-forgotten organ-

isational data, that stretches back to 2002. This 

event started a process of making an open data 

and visualisation project to map and visualize 

the history and connections, between diferent 

activities, organisations and people in Pixelache 

Festival and the digital culture scene of Helsinki 

/ Finland using DOT programming language and 

Graphviz to make digital versions later. Over the 

year, we continued to develop the Open Map, 

making a physical copy it in November 2012.
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Pixelversity: Creative Neighborhood Skills

20.-21.04 Contribution to Finnish Social 
Forum by Pixelache/Pixelversity at Arbis, 
Helsinki.

23.-25.04. Visit of CISR group from St. Pete. 
to Helsinki (presentation on 24.4.) 
at Pixelache ofice, Helsinki.

12.05. Camp Pixelache theme ‘Suomenlinna 
Money Lab & Creative Neighbourhood Skills’ 
at Arbis, Helsinki.

13.06. Presentation by Laura Shaeffer (Chi-
cago, USA) at Roihuvuori Library, Helsinki.

14.-20.06. Active Urbanism Workshop (pre-
INURA2012 Meeting), Tallinn.

24.-26.08. Coop/Global Villages Camp in at 
Hirvitalo/Pispala Library,Tampere.

16.10. Art-(Social) Science Seminar at CISR, 
St. Petersburg.

25.11.-1.12. from 17.00-19.00: Light is History 
community art space by Karthikeya Acharya 
& Samir Bhowmik
Hakaniementori, Helsinki.

This cluster of learning opportunities related 
to facilitation, organisational and participa-
tory practices of engaging in one’s neigh-
bourhood and the different economies in-
volved. It covered citizen, volunteer, artistic 
and activist strategies as well as grassroots 
community development from different ex-
amples locally and internationally. Several

learn about cooperatives, to share experi-
ences, stories and practices of different 
types of cooperativism from the grassroots 
and neighbourhood perspective. This trans-
disciplinary weekend of events connects 
the practice of informal cultural cooperation 
and formal cooperatives in Pirkkanmaa and 
wider Finland. 

Creative neighborhood skills  
programme of events in 2012

events and projects were organised by 
Pixelache members and partners within the 
context of this theme.

Following last year’s irst Coop Camp, the 
second annual event took place in Pispala-
Tampere again from 23-26. August. Coop 
Camp is a tietotalkoot event, an occasion to
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Pixelversity: Ecosystem & Environmental Monitoring

This study group/cluster of learning oppor-
tunities related to ecosystem theory, sensors 
and environmental monitoring, and citizen/
participatory science, in the context of open 
data: how to support and develop the activi-
ties that are already going on in institutions 
at a more grassroot level? These activities 

10.04. Birch Sap Gathering Research with 
SERDE, Helsinki

07.04. Initial meeting for Res Agri (resiliant 
technologies for urban agriculture) led by 
Mikko Laajola, in collaboration with Guerilla 
Gardeners Network Helsinki.

12.05. ‘The Art of Gathering Environmen-
tal Data’ theme at Camp Pixelache, Arbis, 
Helsinki

13.05. ‘The Art of Gathering Environmental 
Data’ Brunch with Finnish Bioart Society, 
Helsinki, Finland.

18-19.05. Modular Hydroponic System 
Workshop and other on site- installations 
led by Mikko Laajola, Helsinki

05.-07.06. ‘The Art of Gathering Environmen-
tal Data: Best Practice’ Workshop with Finn-
ish Bioart Society, Science Corner, Helsinki

08.09. ‘AppleThink’ Event in collaboration 
with Dodo, Malminkartano orchard, Helsinki

13.-15.09. ‘AppleThink’ Event, in collabora-
tion with RIXC & SERDE, Aizpute, Latvia.

16.09. Urban Foraging Ride by Joel Rosen-
berg (Dodo), Helsinki.

Ecosystem & Environmental Monitor-
ing programme of events in 2012

 

mostly took the form of local workshops 
led by various individuals. This theme was 
inspired in dialogue with Erich Berger from 
Finnish Bioart Society.

Under the umbrella ‘The Art of Gathering 
Environmental Data’, the Finnish Bioart

Society and Pixelversity organise a series of 
events and workshops concerned with col-
lecting, publishing and using environmental 
data in art&science practice.
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Pixelversity: Gulf of Finland / Finland + NW Russia + Estonia

This study group/cluster of learning oppor-
tunities relates to cultural, socio-political, 
historical and ecological connections around 
the Gulf of Finland/ NE arm of the Baltic Sea, 
surrounded by Finland, Russia, Estonia.

This initiative is lead by the belief that

 17-22.01. Networking visit (by Andrew 
Paterson) to CISR, St. Petersburg & Polymer, 
Tallinn.

 5-6.02. Networking visit (by Andrew Pater-
son and Nathalie Aubret) to Lappenranta.

 26-30.04:Networking visit by Lilia Vo-
ronkova & Oleg Panchenov/CISR to Helsinki 
(supported by Norden.ru)

12.04.-10.05. Abandoned Mystery Expedi-
tion (Jon Irigoyen from Finland) to 
Kaliningrad.

 12.05. Camp Pixelache

2-7.09. Abandoned Mystery Expedition 
(supporting Lithuanians & Russians) to Lap-
penranta/Hamina/Vyborg

16-18.10. Seminar Gathering at CISR, St. 
Petersburg (inviting 2-3 from Finland)

Gulf of Finland
Programme of events in 2012

 

there is a necessity to develop trans-disci-
plinary capacities to engage on/in
Commons issues, towards an eco-geo-
graphic perspective. It also relies on the 
idea that cultural workers (such as those 
gathering around Pixelache) can contribute 
to environmental protection and 

sustainable nature-resource utilisation/
manage and  that active cultural organisa-
tions should lead the way with example,


